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Devi Brown is a communicator on a mission to connect
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t takes a certain kind of person to begin and run a successful
business. Success is brought on by determination, passion, love
of what you do, and perseverance. You cannot buy your way into
success! Success is hard work with a whole lot of faith!
In building IMPACT Magazine, I have found that faith and so many other
factors have kept me going when I wanted to throw in towel. Through
these pages, in this issue, you will find resolute women who have worked
the power of faith and determination to build their businesses into
household names! Our cover feature story on Mahisha Dellinger will
not only impress you but will open your eyes to what is around you.
Mahisha saw a need in our community for curly hair. She fulfilled that
need and now has one of the most popular hair product systems in the
country. Devi Brown is a radio veteran who has been a host on some
of the hottest shows, such as RadioOne’s 97.9 The Box, Sway in the
Morning, Good Morning America, MTV’s talk show, Hip Hop POV and
The Today Show, has developed a business of spiritualism that’s relevant
and beneficial to her customers lives.
I implore you to journey through these pages to be inspired by the
stories of these women whose persistence led them into a life of
IMPACT.
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The Elite Firm is the first of its kind, providing legal
representation in family law, entertainment law, criminal
defense, crisis management, and support business services
to African-American Celebrities, Athletes and High-Profile
influencers
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Genise Shelton knows exactly who she is, where she’s from
and how the hardships she’s faced, have forged her into the
woman of purpose that she is today.

Remember, the IMPACT you have on others is a reflection of you!
Remember to always be an IMPACT!
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EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
@momentswithtunisha
@impactmagazine
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D E L L I N G E R

Mind Your Business
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M

ahisha Dellinger’s mantra is
simple. Curly hair should be
healthy, frizz-free, defined, and
effortlessly fabulous. Consequently, as a beauty advocate and product
innovator, Dellinger worked passionately
to produce an award winning line of organic hair care products for women and girls
with natural waves, curls and kinks. Frustrated with the lack of effective products
for her newly natural, curly hair, Dellinger
left her post
as Marketing Manager at Intel Corporation
to pursue her passion in giving consumers
of naturally curly hair effective and eco-conscious products that are natural and safe
for all ages to use. In 2002 Dellinger pioneered the newly natural market when she
launched CURLS, a family of organic hair
care products targeted for women embracing their natural textures … a market previously unanswered by the beauty industry.
Dellinger’s astute business acumen and
natural talent for delivering market driven
products gave way for an instant demand
for her product line. Soon thereafter CURLS
was available all over the United States,
Canada, Brazil, Africa and the UK. As Chief
Executive Officer and Founder of CURLS,
Dellinger singlehandedly built a strong
demand for her popular family of organic

products. Soon Target, Sally Beauty, WalMart and CVS came knocking at her door.
CURLS has partnered with these national
retailers and is currently in negotiations
with Boots in the United Kingdom. CURLS
has been featured in a host of beauty publications including lnStyle, Essence, Glamour, Ebony, Juicy, Redbook, Lucky, Seventeen, Vibe, Black Enterprise, Elle, Modern
Salon, Woman’s World, Parents, and a host
of other hair and salon trade publications.
Discerning celebrity consumers like Halle
Berry, Alicia Keys, Nia Long, Tia Mowry, Chili
of the Grammy award winning R&B group,
TLC, Blair Underwood, Ashanti, Yvette Nicole Brown, and Echo Kellum seek out the
superior quality and natural components
of CURLS products. The retail success and
exposure of the CURLS brand has catapulted the business forward. Dellinger is a
sought after industry expert. She served as
a panel expert at the Black Enterprise Magazine Vision 20/20 Entrepreneur Conference (2012) and was invited back to speak
at their Women of Power Summit (20 13).
Dellinger served as a panel expert on the
Texas Black Expo Diva Dialogue panel (2011
). Dellinger was the keynote speaker at her
alumni school, California State University
Sacramento’s “Make Your Mark” conference
(2013). Dellinger has also been featured on
several television shows throughout the
nation.

D E L L I N G E R
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“

Curly hair should be
healthy, frizz-free,
defined, and
effortlessly fabulous.

“

Photo: Derek Blanks
Makeup: Bee Wade Makeup Artistry
Hair: Darrliena McDonald
Clothing: The Ivy Showroom
Boots: Jennifer Le
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Devi Brown/
Crystal Clear Communication

From the start, Devi had an ear for unique talent and deeper
meanings. With a mixture of gut instinct, genuine curiosity,
integrity and gratitude, Devi brought her listeners exciting
new artists alongside insightful interviews with some of the
biggest names in music.

D

evi Brown is a communicator
on a mission to connect people with the worlds inside, and
outside, of themselves. She has
spent more than a decade hosting radio
and television shows from coast-to-coast.
Today, through radio, TV and podcasting,
as well as workshops, speaking and her
company, Karma Bliss, Devi is connecting
hungry, young people with spiritualism
that’s relevant and beneficial to their lives.

Devi

Devi most recently held the position of
Music Director and #1 rated host for iHeartMedia’s, 93.7 The Beat, while also hosting
entertainment segments for CBS television
affiliate, KHOU11. Devi’s career has taken
her to NYC, where she hosted MTV’s talk
show, Hip Hop POV, and helped launch
SiriusXM’s Sway in the Morning show, as
co-host alongside hip hop and cultural legend, Sway Calloway. Before that, Devi was a
host on the RadioOne station, 97.9 The Box,
where her viral interview with Kanye West
landed her on Good Morning America and
The Today Show. Though her career has
taken her across the country, Devi’s heart
will always be in her hometown of Los Angeles, California where she started her career at 93.5 KDAY, rising in the ranks from
enthusiastic intern to Music Director and
On-air personality.

From the start, Devi had an ear for unique
talent and deeper meanings. With a mixture of gut instinct, genuine curiosity, integrity and gratitude, Devi brought her
listeners exciting new artists alongside
insightful interviews with some of the biggest names in music. Over years of conversations with greats like Kendrick Lamar,
Quincy Jones, Nicki Minaj, Common, and
Kanye West, Devi strengthened two beliefs
that drive her career today – that greatness
comes from a fearless expression of the self
and that she wanted to help people connect with that inner-self.
Off the air, Devi is the founder of Karma
Bliss -a company dedicated to self- discovery-, Author of bestselling book Crystal
Bliss, as well as a Deepak Chopra certified
instructor of Primordial Sound Meditation.
When not working, Devi gets to hang with
her 3 favorite guys – her multi-talented
husband, Duane Brown, and her energetic doggies, Legend and Ali. Duane is an
award winning NFL offensive lineman for
the Seattle Seahawks, and the doggies are
the reigning tug-o-war champions of the
Brown’s backyard.
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Monique

Rodriguez/
Creator of Mielle Organics
Monique Rodriguez is the Owner, CEO & Founder of Mielle Organics that was inspired to share her regimen of healthy, tailbone-length hair with the masses. This was initially exercised
with the creation of the first Mielle Organics product, the Advanced Hair Formula, a unique proprietary blend of herbs, amino acids and minerals to support healthy hair, skin and nails,
and immune system.
After popular demand, Monique began to meet her customers
with the products they demanded with the introduction of the
Mint Almond Oil, acclaimed for its scalp sensation, root stimulation for hair growth and illustrious shine. Today, Monique’s
products have welcomed a global and viral sensation, being
sold in retailers Nationwide such as Sally Beauty, Target, CVS,
Walgreens, and Walmart. Mielle Organics is armed with an array
of products including best sellers: Babassu Oil and Mint Deep
Conditioner, Mint Almond Oil and the Organic White Peony Ultra Moisturizing Leave In Conditioner.
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A TASTE OF
GREATNESS.

Founded by Demetria Graves, California
Family Law Specialist, and Merissa V Grayson,
Esq., America’s Blended Family Expert, The Elite
Firm is the first of its kind, providing legal representation

Eighty5 cigars are premium, hand-rolled
cigars, created and curated by
Chad “Ocho Cinco” Johnson.
Experience our signature smoke,
the “Boa Vida,” which is a 6 x 52 Toro,
blended with a mixture of Brazilian and
Nicaraguan fillers, which have been aged for
ten years.

also a co-parent coach, mediator, author of a
3-part book series, The Business of Co-Parenting,
and a public speaker with topics ranging from Family Law, co-parenting and other blended family related

in family law, entertainment law, criminal defense, crisis management,

topics, Entrepreneurship, Empowerment, and more. Managing Partner,

and support business services to African-American Celebrities, Athletes

Demetria Graves, Esq., is a Family Law Specialist certified by the State

and High-Profile influencers. Managed and staffed by a team of suc-

Bar of California. She has been named one of California’s Super Law-

cessful, dynamic African-American women, The Elite Firm is comprised

yers and received “Woman of the Year” by Women in Business.Attorney

of lawyers, specialists, strategists and problem solvers; all with extreme-

Graves is the current president of the Black Women Lawyers Associa-

ly successful careers in their individual fields of expertise. The partners

tion of Los Angeles. serves on the Family Law Executive Committee of

of The Elite Firm have been featured in national publications and have

the California Lawyers Association, and has authored, “It Doesn’t Have

had multiple appearances on networks including: Black Enterprise, Ra-

to Be Ugly,” a comprehensive guide to assist individuals facing divorce.

dio-One, Sheen Magazine, Rolling Out Magazine, The Michael Baisden
Show, NBC and many more.

In addition to the Los Angeles office, The firm currently operates offices in South Florida, New York, Chicago, and offices are set to launch in

Available for purchase at
Eighty5Cigars.com.

After operating successful individual firms of their own, the two high

Atlanta, Central Florida, DC, and Las Vegas soon. Currently, there are a

powered attorneys recognized the increasing need for an organization

total of fourteen elite members, all African-American women, focusing

like The Elite Firm to exist. Managing Partner, Merissa V. Grayson, Esq.,

on a holistic approach to servicing its client base. Additional services

is a divorce and child custody attorney specializing in father’s rights.

that are currently available via The Elite Firm are: mental health, anger

She has been named one of the “Top 10 Black Female Attorneys You

management, domestic violence recovery, parenting classes, crisis

Should Know” within Black Enterprise and serves on the board of the

management, and personal development.

Black Women Lawyers Association, Los Angeles. Attorney Grayson is

All media and booking inquiries should contact: PRTeam@epimediagroup.com.
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EIGHTY5CIGARS.COM

INSTAGRAM.COM/EIGHTY5CIGARS
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Securing the Bag
THE WISE GEM

T

hey say hindsight is always
20/20 but, what if it doesn’t
have to be? What if you didn’t
have to hit rock bottom and
start over because you weren’t prepared
for your “happily ever after” to end?
Ladies, we have to ensure that we secure the bag for ourselves because we
should never be solely dependent on
anyone else. Time and time again women choose to forego their education, careers and entrepreneurial efforts for the
idea of love and family. All too often, we
are left alone to handle the responsibilities of family and come up short with
finding true love. While it is natural to
desire companionship, let’s not forget to
use our heads when chasing matters of
the heart.

What if you
didn’t have
to hit rock
bottom and
start over
because
you weren’t
prepared for
your “happily
ever after” to
end?
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SECURE YOUR HEART
Take your time and truly identify what it
is that makes you happy and what goals
you want to achieve for yourself. One of
the main reasons we fail at both love and
relationships is, placing all our hopes
and dreams in the concept that we need
someone else’s presence in our lives to
complete us. Having a spouse and family is great but, it should be an extension
of who you already are. It should never
distract you from your goals, overshadow your voice, your desires and your
God given purpose in life.

SECURE YOUR BAG
Ladies, ladies, ladies, please secure your
finances. Preferably, prior to getting
into a relationship. Money attracts money, stability attracts stability and broke
attracts broke. If you find that you are
always attracting the same kind of people in your life, take inventory of your
shortcomings. We are not able to make
space for increase in any area of our
lives that we are not working towards
or mentally prepared to receive. Having
a rainy day savings account is not only
responsible, it is the 1 sure thing you
can do for yourself that allows you the
freedom to make moves as you please.
So many women are stuck in abusive,
toxic and/or just plain bad relationships
because they live paycheck to paycheck
and seemingly can’t afford to leave their
partner. This is an easy one to avoid.

SECURE YOUR DREAMS

SECURE YOUR TRUST

SECURE YOUR FUTURE

Many of us walk around praying, wishing, reading books, attending workshops and searching everywhere but
internally to discover our life’s purpose.
While all of these are good, helpful and
necessary in their own way; never forget
or diminish the natural ability we have
within to define our path. Identifying
your reason for existing and operating
in it is a joy no man or woman can ever
take from you. Imagine how much better it would be if you can make a living
out of doing what you love.

I am and will forever be an eternal optimist but, I am not a fool. As much
I prefer to see the good in everyone,
the reality is that most often the ones
closest to you can and will hurt you the
most. No one is exempt, not your family, friends, business partners, employees
and acquaintances. If at any time you
find it necessary to mix your personal
relationships with money, always seek
legal counsel and sign contracts when
needed to protect yourself and your investments. It’s called being smart and
ensuring there is no confusion, miscommunication, or unclear intent as it pertains to the business of your money.

There are a million ways to invest in
yourself. Whether you are seeking additional education or on the job training,
make sure you are continually learning
and keeping yourself marketable. The
needs of the workplace are ever-changing and you should always be willing
to learn a new skill or perfect a task to
remain relevant. Be knowledgeable of
any employee stock options, 401K plans
and IRA’s. Also, seek the guidance of a
financial consultant who can help you
better manage your money and help
prepare you for retirement.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
@TheWiseGem is a freelance Writer | Blogger who resides in Atlanta, GA.
Follow her on IG|Twitter @TheWiseGem
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Genise
Shelton Is
Leveraging
Her Reality
TV Fame
for a Good
Cause

Genise Shelton
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Genise
Shelton

Genise From the Block

Our Children’s Keeper

When we sit on our comfy couches watching reality TV, we see big houses, luxury cars, and designer clothes, but we rarely get to see where these
people come from. Genise Shelton is best known
as a cast member on Bravo’s hit show, Married to
Medicine, which features families from Atlanta’s
Black Bourgeoisie. While she’s worked her way
into a comfortable lifestyle, Genise is super authentic about where she’s from. This business
minded beauty is from “The Chi” Southside to
be exact. While some move up in society, and
forget where they’re from, or actively engage in
revisionist history to create a picture perfect past
that never existed, Genise is my kind of woman.
She knows exactly who she is, where she’s from
and how the hardships she’s faced, have forged
her into the woman of purpose that she is today.

Genise is the founder of the OKC Foundation.
Our Children’s Keeper Foundation is a non-profit organization whose mission is protecting and
rescuing children from sex trafficking, by raising
awareness, promoting personal safety, and providing relief to the families of victims. There are
many celebrities who “do charity” for likes and
follows and free press, but Genise is really “bout
dat life”. She puts her heart, her time, and her
resources into assisting one of the most marginalized communities in society. Her passion for
this work comes from her understanding of the
old adage, “But for the grace of God, there go I”.
Genise says, “[sex trafficking] is a huge epidemic
in Atlanta. It’s going on right here in in our own
backyard. I can empathize because I come from
a broken family. I shared all the risk factors as a
child…feeling abandoned…low self-esteem. I
could have easily been one of those girls.”

Giving Back to the Block
As a woman from a broken home, with absentee parents, Genise knows what it’s like to be a
vulnerable young woman with low self-esteem
looking for love in all the places it’s least likely
to be found. If we’re being honest, many of us
have walked down that road. The lucky ones like
myself and Genise have managed to make it to
the other side without being devoured by predators or irreparably damaged by poor decisions;
but we’re not all lucky ones. With the love and
support of her grandmother whom she credits
as “the driving force” in her life, Genise found
the fortitude to push past her circumstances,
and now she’s dedicated to helping other young
women do the same.

With the work of the foundation, Genise is educating parents and communities about the dangers of sex trafficking. She wants people to know
that it’s not just girls. Boys are being trafficked
too. Also, it’s no longer just the creepy old guy
hanging out near the middle school when the
bell rings. Now children’s peers are pimps. There
are school age boys and girls who work with sex
trafficking rings to recruit other children to be
exploited. She also advises parents to invade
their children’s privacy. Parents must know who
their children are communicating with via the
internet and be aware of the sites their children
are frequenting. Genise implores adults to be
observant and aware of their surroundings. Pay
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Genise Shelton/

The special thing about Genise’s company is that
15% of its profits go back into Our Children’s
Keeper foundation.
attention if you see something that doesn’t feel
right. Ask questions. If you see a child with an
adult who appears to be scared or behaving in
an awkward manner, ask the child if they’re OK.
Children have been rescued by ordinary people
doing unordinary things. Genise recounted the
story of a woman who saved a teenage girl after witnessing her strange interaction with the
adult male who brought her into a salon to get
her nails done. The woman discreetly passed
the girl a note saying “Do you need help?” That
note saved her life.

Living in the Lap of Luxury
Yes, Genise is married to a man who works in
medicine, but that wasn’t her come up. She’s a
child that’s got her own. She’s been working in
the real estate industry for the past 12 years is
now one of the go to agents in Atlanta for luxury real estate. While she often works with high
profile/high net worth individuals, and celebrities, she made it very clear that she treats all of
her clients like VIPs. Her latest venture is Genesis Realty Group (www.genesisrealtyatl.com).
Genise is the owner and managing broker of
the realty firm that specializes in luxury properties. The special thing about Genise’s company
is that 15% of its profits go back into Our Children’s Keeper foundation. I told y’all she was
bout dat life.

24 || IMPACT MAGAZINE | @IMPACTMAGAZINE

What’s Next
Coming up in August Genise will be doing a
book tour promoting her book Married to Fitness. In addition to being an entrepreneur, running a non-profit, and a mother to six children,
she’s also a fitness enthusiast. She’s actually a
fitness model and a pro bikini fitness competitor. Her bikini pics got me feeling some type
of way…like…maybe I don’t need this second
cookie? Her book is available for order on amazon and on her official website (www.geniseshelton.com). She’ll also be having a gala raising funds to support a scholarship program for
her non-profit foundation.
I very much enjoyed my conversation with
Genise. I appreciated her willingness to be
open and vulnerable about her life experiences. I could feel that she sincerely cares about
her community and about us collectively looking out for each other and rebuilding our communal village. She’s a real one. Go follow her
@officialgenise and check out her foundation’s
site to learn more about the issue of sex trafficking and find ways to support
(www.ourchildrenskeeper.org).

Written By
Nicci Page | @theglowaficionado
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Flawless Fresh Face/
Jearlean Taylor

Follow Jearlean @jearleantaylor

Secrets Hurt:
I am no longer
Hiding mine.

I beat
cancer!

I am Jearlean Taylor. At the age of 2 1/2
years old, I developed a rare form of
cancer (Rhabdomysarcoma). Rhabdomyosarcoma (RMS) is a cancer made
up of cells that normally develop into
skeletal muscles. It is much more common in children. Common sites of RMS
include head and neck, urinary and
reproductive organs. Doctors thought
I would not live to celebrate my 3rd
birthday. Because of the location of
cancer since the age of 3 years old, I
have permanent ostomy (colostomy
and urostomy), which aids my bladder
and bowel functions. It causes me to
wear ostomy bags for the rest of my
life. An ostomy refers to the surgically
created opening in the body for the
discharge of body wastes. Ostomy bag
(pouch) attaches to the abdomen and
is fitted over and around the stoma to
collect the diverted output, either stool
or urine.
No one could imagine my difficulties,
low self-esteem, disappointments, in-
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securities, countless surgeries, and my
problem with loving me. My heart’s
desire has always been to make a difference in people lives, but there was
something internally that was unstable in my life. My mind, body, and soul
longed for answers. The outer appearance is beauty, but I was suffering on the
inside with low self-esteem, pity, and
unhappiness. Could my beauty cover up
my hurt? I would say my problem was
cancer, but my disease was what I called
“Pretty Girl Blues”.
Through my journey, I discovered who I
could be in spite of my medical circumstances. My insecurities did not change
overnight, but God showed me how to
live and be a survivor. I am blessed to
have my desires, passions, and dreams
come true. I have been a fashion model for over 17 years, yes with two ostomy bags. To see the outer appearance
no one could ever tell I live with these
adversities. My story continued with
struggles, insecurities, heartaches, pain,

suicidal thoughts, and disappointments,
but through it all God is my saving grace.
I would not allow my circumstance to
dictate my future.
I am helping cancer survivors, ostomy
patients, young women mentor groups,
and those suffering with low self-esteem. I do not look like what I deal with
24 hours/7 days a week. I can, will, and is
living a full and vibrant life.
I am founder of Osto Beauties (only organization like this in our city, state and
maybe country).We have all experienced
different life altering medical conditions,
which caused us to be PERMANENTLY
left with ostomies. Each of us is still dealing with various issues now. Every single
day we are reminded of a condition that
is out of our control. Yes, we question
why me? How could this happen? Then
God ask, “Why not you?”
We are making a difference through our
stories of victory.
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Daisy Kimbro is the CEO/Founder of Aromaology.

activism was born out of these ideas as well. In

conscious products, strategic partnerships continue

Daisy was born in Los Angeles, CA, a city well

addition to soy candles, came the eco-friendly

to support Aromaology’s growth. In 2014, Artisan

known for its health consciousness, fitness and

creation of incredible aromatic diffusers, body

Brands, LLC, a conglomerate house headed by Robert

beauty. Growing up within such social constricts,

butters, all-in-one bath-body-hair and massage oils,

Montgomery has added the company to its stable of
many private enterprises turned global powerhouses.

backed with the strong sense of moral fortitude
and entrepreneurship taught by her mother and
grandmother, it is no wonder that Daisy’s influences
would lead to success.

aroma (a·ro·ma)
a distinctive, typically pleasant smell.

Aromaology is an all natural handmade bath, body,
and home fragrance line. Daisy started Aromaology
in October 1998 with no training or experience
in botanicals. Up until then, she had simply

ology (ol•o•gy)
a subject of study; a branch of knowledge.

made candles from soybeans as a hobby. At the
persistence of a friend, Daisy showcased her candles
at a local exposition, and sold out of her inventory!
It was then that Daisy conceptualized the idea of
an all-natural handmade bath, body and home
fragrance product line.
Daisy, a vegetarian, who has always lived a holistic
lifestyle, even creating her own household cleaning
products from natural resources, founded the
Aromaology brand based on personal organic
recipes. The company’s mission of environmental
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serums, and cleansers.
Believing that businesses have the power to
do good, she launched her own website www.
daisysaromaology.com and maintains that the past
few years were the most exciting period of her life
– leaving her career as a health professional and
creating a vision board that is now a vision come
true set to affect consumer health, animal welfare,
the environment and community trade. As Daisy

There is no doubt that Aromaology will closely
identify within the public mind as the company
grows. Daisy’s overall goal is for the company to
evolve into a global operation with thousands of
people working towards common environmental
values that will set Aromalogy apart from mainstream
competitors.

continues to create new and innovative health
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Five Simple Steps
To Repairing Your Credit
When You Destroyed
It Being A College
Student

3
Student Loans
Most student loan debt consists of
Stafford loans, Perkins loans, and PLUS
loans. These loans are guaranteed by
the federal government which, basically, means that if you default on your loan
the government promises to pick up
the tab. That does NOT mean, however,
that your credit won’t be harmed. There
are two ways to obtain these federally
secured loans, either directly from the
Department of Education through the
Federal Direct Loan Program or through
a private lender, typically a bank. Many
private lenders sell off their loans to
other companies. This is known as the
secondary market. One of the most notorious lenders in the secondary market
is Sallie Mae, who you are likely familiar
with.

Your FINAL is completed, grades posted,
degrees conferred, and tassels turned.
You did it! Most scholars can reasonably
expect to graduate with thousands in
student debt. If you’ve had trouble managing your debt as a result of poor choices made during your college years you’re
not alone. Whether you’re struggling to
pay back your student loan debt or looking for a way to repair damaged credit,
these five simple steps will point you in
the right direction.

1

2

Don’t Ignore Your Debt!

Obtain your credit report.

“Out of sight…Out of mind” are not
words to live by when it comes to debt.
Ignoring your debt will not make it go
away. In fact, neglecting to address your
financial and credit issues only exacerbates the problem. A better approach
is to simply list all of your debts so that
you have a clear and realistic picture of
your financial situation. Next, determine
how much you can afford to repay each
month until you have paid off all that
you owe. By developing a repayment
strategy you put yourself in control.
Stick to your plan and pay your bills on
time! Late payments are harmful to your
credit.

In order to repair your credit, you must know exactly what is in need of repair. The
best way to find out is to request a copy of your credit report directly from the credit bureau. According to the FACT Act, all U.S. citizens are entitled to one free copy
of their credit report each year. This report will list your debts and payment history. This one simple step is the perfect place to start to repair some of the damage
done during those young, wild, and free college years. There are three major credit
reporting agencies that can provide your free annual credit report; TransUnion, Experian, and Equifax. Take the time to carefully review your credit report. Look for
information that may be inaccurate or flat-out false. If you find yourself feeling overwhelmed, LuxuriousCREDIT.com can help simplify the process. You have the right to
challenge and request to have any erroneous or unverifiable information removed.
This may seem intimidating initially, but you CAN do it!
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Tackling student loan debt is a big task
no matter how you look at it. You’ve
made your first large financial investment, in yourself! Like any investment,
it will take time to begin to see the returns. While you wait, there are some
simple things you can do to minimize
the accrual of interest during repayment, simplify your payment method,
and relieve the stress if you just can’t
afford to pay now.
Many lenders offer rewards for consecutive on-time payment of student loans.
These rewards usually translate into a
decrease in interest rates of up to 2%,
which can save you hundreds of dollars over the term of repayment. Similar rewards often also apply when you
sign up for automatic payment. Take
advantage of these freebies. Next, if you
have borrowed more than one single
loan, it can get tricky keeping up with
who gets what during repayment. Loan
consolidation is one way to put all your
loans under one roof, so to speak. Consolidation reduces your paperwork and
allows you to combine all of your major

Luxurious Credit/
federal loans into one massive loan, but,
this service is not free. Your new servicer
agrees to pay off all your old loans and
issues you a new one with a fixed interest rate equal to the average of the rates
on your old loans. Furthermore, this
should really only be done through one
of your loan servicers directly.
The major benefit to you is that it helps
you stay on track by simplifying the
entire repayment process. Loan serialization, is a way to receive just one bill
for all loans held by the same lender.
The benefits are very similar to that of
consolidation without requiring you
to refinance. Special repayment options such as extended, graduated, or
income-sensitive repayment take your
financial situation into consideration to
make your monthly payments feasible
for your income and debt load. Finally,
special breaks such as deferment and
forbearance make special concessions
for individuals who simply cannot afford to pay now. Contact your lender to
discuss which of the above options will
work best for you.
A Word of Caution for Students: If you
happen to be reading this article while
you’re still a student, be intentional
about your borrowing! Calculate what
you will need to cover tuition, books,
and cost of living expenses and consider
alternatives prior to securing new loans.
Over-borrowing may seem like an attractive option now but remember that
it is a LOAN that YOU must repay in the
future.

4
Credit Cards

The stereotypical starving college student barely has money for food, let
alone the means to keep up with the
latest fashion, tech, and pop-culture

trends. Some do without. Others just
“gotta have it”! A department store card
here, a credit card there and before you
know it, you’re up to your neck in credit card debt. A smart move, if you have
both credit card and student loan debt,
is to go after the credit card debt first.
The interest rate on your credit cards
is likely much higher than the rates on
your student loans. If this is true for you,
tackle the credit card debt, and protect
your credit from the nasty effects of high
balances and missed or late payments
by paying off the most expensive cards
first. What this means is, work to pay off
the balance on the cards with the highest interest rates first while maintaining
the minimum monthly payments on the
others. Then tackle the next highest interest rate, and so on until your credit
card debt is wiped out! It’s that simple.

5
Develop a Budget
The fact is that many people face financial hardship and even crisis at some
point. Your situation doesn’t have to go
from bad to worse. Take control of your
finances by getting real with yourself
about your spending. Make a true assessment of how much money you have
coming in and going out every month.
List your income from all sources. List
your “fixed” expenses such as rent or
mortgage, food, transportation. List your
variable expenses such as clothing, entertainment, and recreation. A great tool
to help with this is www.mint.com. Use it
to analyze your spending habits, prioritize your spending, and create some financial goals. Once you determine your
priorities, be disciplined so that your
spending reflects what you truly value.
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